
Brussels, Belgium

February 18, 1974

Mr. Meyer A. Minchen/'
2020 "F'1 Strét, N. W.
Apt. 304
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Meyer:

Leona told me of your call when I got back to Brussels.
I gave a good deal of thought to it, but finally decided
that it didn't make sense for me right now and as a
result said no. I know it is awfully tough to under-
stand in view of my long interest and my recognition
of the importance of that post, but after taking every-
thing into account I came to that conclusion, for better
or worse.

Thanks so much for your interest, and your continuing
friendship.

Warm regards,

Donald Rumsfeld
Ambassador
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1701 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, N. W.
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20006

February 12, 1974

Ambassador Donald Rumsfeld
US NATO

APO New York 09667

Dear Don:

I will soon telephone you with later information.
I have been dropping your name around as the best suc-
cessor for John Warner as the Secretary of the Navy.
Though you may not want the assignment, I know you
would excel in providing continued dynamic leadership
to the Navy in support of the President's emphasis on
a strong defense posture as part of his strategy for
peace.

The Navy needs you and I hope that you will be
named to the challenging task of building the new Navy
so badly needed if our nation is to recapture its place
as a first rate maritime power.

Warmest personal regards to you, Joyce, and your
lovely children.

Meyer Minchen
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